
IvanAllen
IADA Exhibit

Letters of Appreciation

Ivan Allen Jr. served two terms as the Mayor of 
Atlanta; he played a big role in the Civil Rights 

Movement more specifically desegregation. As the 
Mayor, Ivan Allen Jr. was successful in desegregating 
both the public and private sectors in Atlanta, before 

testifying in front of Congress to advocate the 
completion of the emancipation proclamation which 

was started by President John F. Kennedy. His 
testimony ultimately lead to the creation of the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964. The ‘Letters Expressing 
Appreciation’ is a digital archive in the Georgia Tech 
archives that contains a mix of articles and letters. 

This specific section of the digital archive focuses on 
how people positively responded to Mayor Ivan Allen's 

testimony at the Senate Commerce Committee.

This letter was sent by Daniel Keefe from 
Georgetown South Carolina on July 28th, 1963. 
The letter was sent in response to Mayor Ivan 
Allen’s testimony on the Civil Rights Bill, with the 
purpose of congratulating and thanking Mayor 
Ivan Allen on what he’s accomplished at the 
Senate’s Commerce Committee. Daniel Keefe 
repeatedly emphasizes how courageous Mayor 
Ivan Allen was for expressing his opinion, going 
as far as saying ‘makes me wish I lived in Atlanta 
so that I could vote for you.’ The aforementioned 
quote not only emphasizes how Mayor Ivan 
Allen’s stand was perceived as an incredibly 
brave act, but more importantly it demonstrates 
how Mayor Ivan Allen’s stand was able to inspire 
and influence people around the country. Daniel 
Keefe ends his letter with ‘may the south be 
blessed with more leaders like you’, painting 
Mayor Ivan Allen as an inspirational figure and a 
hero to the south.
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Name, Title

This letter was sent by the Frank Cunningham 
president of the liberal arts college Morris 
Brown in Atlanta Georgia on July 26th,1963. In 
the letter Frank Cunningham shows his 
appreciation for Mayor Ivan Allen’s work, more 
specifically his stand on the Civil Rights Bill in 
the congressional committee. The fact that the 
president of Morris Brown College personally 
wrote to Mayor Ivan Allen highlights how big of 
a contribution Mayor Ivan Allen made towards 
the desegregation movement with his 
testimony and stand at the Senate Conference 
Committee. Frank Cunningham ends his letter 
of appreciation to Mayor Ivan Allen with ‘my 
family is one among millions of Americans 
which salute you for your contribution’ which 
illustrates how Mayor Ivan Allen has gained the 
trust and support of millions of Americans 
around the United States.

This newspaper column doesn’t feature an author or 
date but based on the topic of discussion it can be 
assumed that it was written shortly after Mayor Ivan 
Allen’s testimony at Capitol Hill which took place on the 
26th of July 1963. The article discusses the importance 
of Mayor Ivan Allen’s stand at the Senate Commerce 
Committee in support of desegregation and goes onto 
praise Mayor Ivan Allen for what he’s already 
accomplished in Atlanta (his city) with regards to 
desegregating both the public and private sectors. The 
strong opening line ‘On rare occasions the oratorical fog 
on Capitol Hill is pierced by a voice resonant with 
courage and dignity’ illustrates how powerful Mayor Ivan 
Allen’s testimony was in advocating and preaching 
desegregation. The article goes on to praise Mayor Ivan 
Allen for what he’s accomplished in Atlanta and the 
movement he’s set in motion, continuously highlighting 
specifically his courage and determination and 
ultimately paints Mayor Ivan Allen as a true hero for all 
the south. The article ends by highlighting Mayor Ivan 
Allen’s use of ‘slavery’s step-child’ to describe 
desegregation which he uses to not only illustrate how 
highly he regards the issue but more importantly to 
effectively communicate to Congress and to the people 
of the United States how big of threat desegregation is.

This undated newspaper article was written by 
Pat Watters. In the article, the author, Pat 
Watters, asks Mayor Ivan Allen why he 
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endorsed Kennedy’s public accommodation 
legislation when he knew ‘his stand was bound 
not to sit well with some’.  Mayor Ivan Allen’s 
simple response was he did because he was 
qualified, stating ‘The country’s in the biggest 
mess it’s ever been, and the Congress has not 
taken a single step to help clarify things’. The 
article moves on to talk about the ten steps 
Mayor Ivan Allen took to desegregate Atlanta 
and celebrates his achievements but also 
highlights how Mayor Allen still sees 
shortcomings and is looking to do more which 
highlights Ivan Allen’s persistence and drive. 
The article ends by stressing how Mayor Ivan 
Allen’s actions were necessary with the closing 
remarks emphasizing his immense sense of 
responsibility and true leadership. 
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