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 Luther King Jr. played a crucial role in the
erican Civil Rights Movement, dedicating
self to racial equality and justice. As a key
er, he was a central �gure in the Southern

stian Leadership Conference (SCLC), an
ization committed to nonviolent activism.

s powerful speeches, notably the "I Have a
m" address, resonated widely, pushing for a

r movement. Within the SCLC, he led key
ives like the Montgomery Bus Boycott and
the Selma to Montgomery marches.

 

Senator Richard B. Russell Jr. was an
in�uential political �gure from Georgia who

served in the U.S. Senate for almost four
decades. He was a notable proponent of

states' rights and held conservative views,
especially on issues related to racial

segregation in the South. Senator Russell's
perspectives sharply contrasted with those

of the SCLC;  Russell supported
segregationist policies in the Southern

states.

Backgro

Historical Context
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On June 14th, 1966, Martin Luther King Jr.

wrote a persuasive letter to Senator B.
Russell with the primary goal of securing

�nancial support for the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference.

 
The Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC) is a civil rights

organization founded  with the intention of
advancing the civil rights movement and

equality for African Americans in the United
States.

 
In the correspondence, King emphasizes the
substantial scale of the ongoing movement
in Mississippi and underscores the need for

additional funding for the "March Against
Fear" and also expand their peaceful

resistance efforts.
 

Advocating for equality and the power of
nonviolent protests, King highlights the

importance of �nancial support to facilitate
the organization's ongoing work.
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the letter, King writes "The march begun by Mr. James Meredith
d to be �nished".
n 1966, James Meredith participated in a "March Against Fear" to
otest racism and to encourage African Americans in Mississippi
exercise their voting rights. 
owever, Meredith was shot a few days later, underscoring the

ngers faced by those advocating for civil rights.
he shooting prompted civil rights leaders, like Martin Luther King

and organizations like the SCLC to show their support.
espite the violence, the march continued with an larger group of
rticipants, drawing more attention to the march and causing a
ed for more funding.

James Meredith

hetorical Strategies
1. Historical & Biblical References: By
drawing on their shared religious beliefs,
King hopes to �nd some common
ground and strengthen his argument. He
also choses to frame his argument as for
both "Negro and white".

2. Tone: King maintains a professional,
calm tone in which he is able to
communicate his viewpoint. He starts
the letter with "Dear Friend"
demonstrating his peaceful intent in the
etter. Additionally, he ends the letter
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y
with " warmest appreciation for all

expressions". Despite Russell's dislike for
pro-civil rights rhetoric and action, King
still writes to him with the same
peaceful approach.

3. Ethical & Emotional Appeal: King
makes sure to establish credibility when
asking for funds. He also creates a sense
of urgency, describing the current
obstacles faced by African Americans.

In his letter to the senator,
Martin Luther King Jr. attached
a handout containing the
SCLC's primary objectives in
civil rights activism & other key
information regarding the
organization's validity.
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utcome
wing Meredith's "March Against
, several African Americans
e to exercise their right to
Registration numbers saw a
increase due to his efforts in

cating for civil rights.

ed importance of solidarity in
vil rights movement &

uraged more to participate in
cating for their deserved
s.
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